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ones here, and would take care of him; and in proof of her power played an old trick upon him with great success. Laying a finger of each hand on his closed eyes, she shifted them deftly so that she touched him with two fingers of one hand only, and at the same instant gave him with the other a smart slap on the arm. It sounds very childish, but really feels strange to the victim, if he is not initiated; and at any rate it quite convinced Lafaele, who has worked by himself, and even gone out in the dark, with great bravery, ever since!
June 6.
WE all felt rather anxious on Monday, when the news arrived from Apia that Mataafa's followers had carried him off to another village to make him King, and that they had also broken open the prison and taken away all the prisoners. Till Wednesday we almost believed that war would be the result, but on that day they all returned and brought back the prisoners, and it is thought that for the present, at any rate, the danger is over. Louis, however, bids me tell you that even if you hear that war has broken out you must not be alarmed; war is very different here to what we are accustomed to think it, or to what I fear it still is in the remoter and more savage islands. Here it is more like a sort of * tournament/ and very few lives are ever lost. If a band of fighting men should